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Politics overshadows victory over Orioles
The Cuban national baseball team defeated the Baltimore Orioles 12-6 in the second of two
exhibition games May 3. As a sporting event, the defeat of a team considered one of the worst in the
major leagues was overshadowed by politics, especially speculation about defections. The Orioles
management outraged Cuban exile groups by prohibiting political demonstrations inside and
around the stadium. Rep. Bob Menendez (D-NJ) said the restrictions were an infringement of free
speech and suggested that any demonstrator arrested could sue.
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) imposed flight restrictions on the airspace over the
Camden Yards stadium, raising the ceiling from 300 meters to 450 meters. The Cuban American
National Foundation (CANF) rented three planes to tow banners with anti-Castro slogans, and
Menendez said the FAA restrictions were also an infringement of free speech. The rules forced the
airplanes to switch to slightly larger letters on the banners. Menendez, CANF officials, and others
had argued that the game should not have been played because of their opposition to the regime of
President Fidel Castro.
One opponent of the games suggested they were the result of collusion between President Fidel
Castro and President Bill Clinton. When the Orioles sold tickets in pairs rather than in blocks, the
exile leaders objected because they could not organize demonstrations in the stands. During the
game, four people were arrested for various infractions such as wearing anti-Castro T-shirts or
running onto the field. One demonstrator was slammed to the ground and pummeled by Cuban
umpire Cesar Valdez, who explained that he thought it was the right thing to do. Much media
coverage focused on the possibility that some Cuban players would defect.
The Baltimore office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) stationed officers around
the city and set up a 24-hour hotline for "anyone who may have questions about their rights," said
INS district director Ben Ferro. In recent years some 30 Cuban players have defected. The only
defector following the Baltimore game was a 54-year old coach who asked police for political asylum.
Six retired players missed the plane back to Cuba but returned to Havana later. Rep. Lincoln DiazBalart (R-FL) said the six were forced to leave by Cuban agents and said the INS had mismanaged
the matter.
But State Department spokesman James Foley said INS agents interviewed all six separately and
each said he wished to return to Cuba. Addressing a press conference upon his return to Cuba,
one of the six said INS officials "insisted that I stay in Washington and told me I wouldn't have any
problems. I told them I didn't have any problems in Cuba, either."
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INS clarifies rule on Cuban immigrant status
On May 23, a memorandum from INS director Doris Meissner said that Cubans arriving in the
US illegally are eligible for residence status the same as those arriving legally. Meissner said the
memorandum is not a change in the 1996 Cuban Adjustment Act, but a clarification. She said that,
because of changes in immigration policy, it was unclear whether Cubans arriving illegally were
eligible for permanent residence. The memorandum says that arrival in the US "at a place other
than a designated port of entry" will not make an illegal Cuban immigrant ineligible for permanent
residence.
The clarification says that a Cuban entering the US illegally must first surrender to INS custody,
which then grants the person the immediate status of parolee. The immigrant then must wait the
required year before receiving permanent residence status. In the meantime, parolee status allows
the immigrant to apply for employment authorization. The clarification allows Cubans to avoid the
step of seeking a court order granting political asylum and parolee status before winning residence
papers and the right to work. Illegal immigrants from elsewhere in the Caribbean and Central
America are regularly deported unless they receive political asylum.
Exile leader Eloy Gutierrez Menoyo of Cambio Cubano said the clarification would encourage more
immigration from Cuba, but INS spokesman Bob Kane said it would have no effect since immigrants
from Cuba come to the US illegally with or without the prospect of immediate employment. Castro
has complained that the US continues to "stimulate" illegal emigration to the US and the trafficking
in illegals that the 1994 and 1995 immigration agreements between the two countries condemn.
Under those agreements, the US is required to repatriate all Cubans arriving illegally and to accept
a minimum of 20,000 legal immigrants those who receive permission to emigrate and who have
US visas. Although Cuban and US officials who review the pact say it is working, the US does not
deport all undocumented Cubans. Though it usually deports Cubans picked up by the Coast Guard
at sea, Cubans who reach the US are processed by the INS.
An investigation by Reuters news service found that many Cubans who can pay smugglers are
dropped off in Florida and then stage fake landings where they are discovered by passersby or
turn themselves into police. One such refugee was taken to Key West by smugglers, taken by his
brother to Miami Beach in a convertible, and a month later staged a landing for the benefit of US
immigration authorities.
Vice Foreign Minister Jorge Bolanos complained recently about special privileges given to illegal
Cuban immigrants. Cuba "has never objected to nor obstructed legal emigration by its citizens,"
said Bolanos. But since 1959, the US has manipulated the immigration issue "as part of its efforts to
overthrow the government of Cuba."

Cuba remains on State Department terrorist list
In late April, the State Department issued its 1998 list of states that sponsor terrorism. Cuba is
included on the list along with Iran, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria. The government recently
certified Iran for its efforts in fighting drug trafficking and relaxed some economic sanctions against
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it, allowing the sale of food and medicine. Iran remains on the terrorist list, however, because it
supports Palestinians who engage in terrorist acts against Israel, said the report. In the case of
Cuba, the State Department report said, "Cuba no longer actively supports armed struggle in Latin
America or elsewhere.
Previously, the Castro regime provided significant levels of funding, military training, arms, and
guidance to various revolutionary groups across the globe. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, Havana has been forced to reduce dramatically its support to leftist revolutionaries." Though
not a terrorist state, Cuba remains on the list because it "continues to maintain close ties to other
state sponsors of terrorism and leftist insurgent groups in Latin America." The report mentions two
Colombian "terrorist groups" the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) and the
Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional (ELN) who "maintain representatives in Cuba."
Cuba also provides asylum for international and US terrorists, said the report. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said states on the list "know what they have to do" to get off the list. They have
to "stop planning, financing and supporting terrorist acts and stop sheltering or interfering with the
apprehension and prosecution of those who commit them," she said.

New York judge gives trademark rights to Bacardi
A judicial decision on ownership of the trademark Havana Club has enraged the Cuban
government, upset international law, and thrown protection of US trademarks into jeopardy. On
April 13, 1999, Judge Shira Scheindlin of the US District Court for the Southern District of New York
ruled that Bacardi owns the rights to the Havana Club rum label.
In 1997, Havana Club Holding in Cuba sued Bacardi after it began selling rum under the Havana
Club label in the US market. Bacardi produces the rum at its distillery in Puerto Rico. In two
previous suits, Bacardi said it had purchased rights to the Havana Club trademark from the
Arechabalas family, the original owners of the label whose property was confiscated in Cuba in the
1960s (see NotiCen, 1999-02-11).
Cuba argued that the Arechabalas family did not own the rights to the label, having abandoned
its US registration in 1974. At that time, Cuba registered the Havana Club trademark with the US
Patent Office. Under international trademark- protection law, Cuba and the US have protected each
other's trademarks and patents. Since 1995, Cuba's Havana Club Holding has marketed Havana
Club rum around the world in a joint venture with the French firm Pernod Ricard. The basis in law
for the judge's ruling was an amendment to the 1999 budget bill sponsored by Sens. Connie Mack
(R-FL) and Bob Graham (D-FL), which forbids US courts from protecting trademarks that belonged
to confiscated properties in Cuba.
Scheindlin's ruling places that law above international treaties governing trademark protection.
Pernod Ricard said the joint venture would appeal the ruling under which it stands to lose the US
market to Bacardi, which already sells nearly half of the rum sold in the US. If the US embargo
against Cuba were to be lifted, Pernod Ricard-Havana Club Holding would have no right to sell its
product in the US market. Backed by the European Union (EU), Cuba complained about the ruling
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to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and left open the possibility of bringing a formal complaint
before a WTO disputes panel.
An EU spokesperson said the ruling "infringes on the rights of businesses and individuals who
have property rights in Cuba and those foreign businesses that have relations with them." Cuba's
Foreign Ministry spokesman Alejandro Gonzalez said the ruling could "set a negative precedent for
trade in matters concerning the registry and use of trademarks and patents." Following the ruling,
Cuban authorities said they might abrogate the treaty under which the island protects some 400 US
trademarks. That would leave such trademarks as Coca-Cola, McDonalds, and Pizza Hut with no
protection against anyone wishing to use those names commercially.
The official newspaper Granma suggested the ruling also could have chaotic effects on trade
in Europe and elsewhere. It is not impossible, said the paper, that someone in Cuba might
begin selling Coca-Cola. [Sources: Reuters, 02/17/99; Granma (Cuba), 04/22/99; El Pais (Spain),
04/23/99; The Miami Herald, 04/23/99, 04/24/99; The Washington Post, 04/24/99; Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) press release, 04/26/99; Agence France-Presse, 04/14/99, 04/29/99,
04/30/99; The Baltimore Sun, 04/29/99, 04/30/99, 05/01/99; The New York Times, 05/04/99; Notimex,
04/22/99, 04/27/99, 04/28/99, 04/29/99, 05/01/99, 05/04/99; Reuters, 04/23/99, 04/28/99, 04/30/99,
05/04/99, 05/05/99; Associated Press, 04/30/99, 05/04/99, 05/06/99]
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